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Intent 
Pupils should be able to write legibly in both joined and printed 

styles with increasing fluency and speed by:  

- Having correct pencil grip  

- Forming all letters correctly – both upper and lower case 

- Forming all numbers correctly 

- Knowing the size and orientation of letters 

- Achieve a neat, legible style with correctly formed letters in 

cursive handwriting  

- Develop flow and speed, so that eventually they are able to 

produce the letters automatically and in their independent 

writing. 
 

 

Implementation - Teaching of Handwriting 
To ensure a consistent approach, from Year 1 the school follows the 

Nelson Handwriting Scheme and children are explicitly taught the 

skill of handwriting regularly throughout the week. From Year 1 

onwards, the children use handwriting books to record and practise 

their handwriting. In Reception the children use Little Wandle Letters 

and Sounds Revised letter formation (see Appendix A) 

 

Across the school, handwriting is carefully modelled by the teacher 

and outcomes are recorded by the children in their literacy books 

 

High expectations are also communicated as part of the success 

criteria for the lesson A high standard of presentation is also 

encouraged and expected in children’s written work across the wider 

curriculum. 
 

 

 



Curriculum Coverage  

 

Un-joined formation: 

 

 

 

 

 



Letter Families: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The four joins:  

1 .To letters without ascenders  

2. To letters with ascenders  

3. Horizontal joins  

4. Horizontal joins to letters with ascenders 
 

Joining Groups: 

Group 1 - a c d e h i k l m n s t u  

(Thirteen letters with exit flicks plus s) 

Group 2 - a c d e g i j m n o p q r s u v w x y  

(Nineteen letters which start at the top of the x-height) 

Group 3 - b f h k l t  

(Six letters which start at the top of the ascender.) 

Group 4 - f o r v w  

(Five letters which finish at the top of the x-height.) 
 

 

 

 



The break letters  

b g j p q x y z 

(Eight letters after which no join is made. Joins are not made to or 
from the letter z) 

 

Getting ready to write 

 Chair and table should be at a comfortable height  

 Encourage children to sit up straight and not slouch  

 Left hand should be used to steady the paper for right handers  

 Tables free of clutter  

 Room well lit  

 The paper should be placed to the right, slightly tilted to the left  

 

Left handed children  

 Paper should be tilted to the right  

 Right hand should be used to steady the paper  

 Left handers may need to use a different pen to avoid smudging on 

the page  

 Left handed pupils should sit to the left of their partners  

 

Pencil grip 

 Children should write with a pencil (or pen in upper KS2). Pencils 

should be sharp.  

 A tripod grip is the most efficient way of using a pencil and should 

be encouraged in early writing. 
 

 

 

 

  



Impact  
This systematic approach ensures development in the skill of 

handwriting throughout each year group. Children take pride in their 

written work and achieve proficiency in their own use of the Nelson 

script. Outcomes in children’s wider curriculum work, as well as in 

their literacy books and school displays, evidence the progress that 

children make in this area, as well as the consistency of the approach 

across the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX A (i)– Little Wandle Letter Formation – EYFS  

 



APPENDIX A (ii)– Little Wandle Letter Formation – EYFS 

 



APPENDIX A (iii)– Little Wandle Letter Formation – EYFS 

 



APPENDIX A (iiii)– Little Wandle Letter Formation – EYFS 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


