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Qur vision

o

Nether Stowey Church of England Primary School
inspires a love of learning in all of us with
Christian values at our heart.
Our school community is a safe, caring friendly place where
everyone is welcome.
We give all children and staff the opportunity and encouragement
to aim high and develop their strengths and interests.
We strive to understand, respect and value each other, our school,

our community and the world we live in.

Nether Stowey Church of England Primary School values are:

Thankfulness, Fellowship, Endurance, Peace, Trust & Charity

We are caring, we are active, we are our best

Our Curriculum

In accordance with the Education Act 2002, our curriculum is broad and balanced, promotes
the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils, and prepares them
for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life.

We are committed to ensuring that the curriculum is accessible to all pupils, including those
with disabilities or special educational needs, in line with the Equality Act 2010 and the SEND
Code of Practice. Reasonable adjustments are made to ensure full participation.

We ensure that disadvantaged pupils, pupils with SEND and pupils with English as an
Additional Language (EAL) receive the support they need to access the full curriculum and
achieve highly.

This curriculum comprises the following subjects — English, Mathematics, Science, Religious
Education, Computing (ICT), Design Technology, History, Geography, Art, Music, Languages
and Physical Education. Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE), including
Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE).

We do our utmost to maximize success for all children by giving them the bestteaching and
learning experiences. We use a range of teaching methods to suit the needs of the children

and the subjects being taught. The core subjects are taught both stand alone and as part of
our curriculum in which the foundation subjects are taughtas part of a themed termly topic.

Aims
The aims of our curriculum are:

e To promote teacher and pupil ownership of a skills-based thematic curriculum.



e To create and explore knowledge, skills and experiences that give purpose to
Reading, Writing and Maths

o To give pupils opportunities to use literacy, numeracy and computing basic skills
in practical and meaningful situations

e To excite learners through contextual, memorable and meaningful lessons and
themes

e To embed opportunities for high quality enrichment experiences including
outdoor learning, educational visits, themed days, parent workshops and guest
speakers

e To develop pupils’ wider learning skills, such as independence, resilience,
collaborative working and problem-solving through explicit teaching of non-
negotiable learning skills

e To develop children’s understanding of equality and diversity through development of
British values

e To develop a sense of community and belonging, contributing to our community
through direct interaction — making links with local organisations

e To allow National Curriculum coverage through a cross-curricular, thematic
approach

To foster children’s understanding of their lives in a global context (Global Citizenship)

Each child is regarded as an individual and an equal. Our curriculum consists of activities
designed to develop the social, personal, intellectual and physical activities of the children.

The quality of the children’s learning is enhanced across the curriculum through practical
activities, educational visits linked to topic work and the use of ICT. Allwork in the school is
planned within the framework of the National Curriculum 2014 and the Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum Guidance.

We actively promote the fundamental British Values of democracy, the rule of law, individual
liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs. These
values are embedded throughout our curriculum and wider school life.

Curriculum Intent, Sequencing and Progression

Our curriculum is carefully sequenced so that knowledge and skills build progressively over
time. Each subject has a clear progression map that outlines how learning develops from EYFS
to Year 6. This ensures that pupils know more, remember more and can do more as they move
through the school. Subject leaders are responsible for ensuring that curriculum content is
coherent, well-sequenced and appropriately ambitious for all learners.

Assessment

Assessment is used to check understanding, identify gaps and inform future teaching. It is not
used to generate unnecessary workload. Teachers use a range of formative and summative
assessment approaches to ensure pupils are making strong progress across all subjects.
Assessment information is used to ensure that all pupils, including disadvantaged pupils and
those with SEND, receive timely and effective support.

English

At Nether Stowey School we know that writing is taught best when...

- it is based around quality texts

- links to the rest of the curriculum

- it has real purpose and audience

- captures the children's interest

- builds reading into writing

- teaches grammar in context

- gives time for children to review and reflect



At Nether Stowey School, the teaching of writing is underpinned by high quality texts. Children
are exposed to a quality text which will engage them whilst exposing them to vocabulary,
language structures and author intentions which will enable them to develop their own skills
as a writer. The chosen texts link to the rest of the curriculum, for example in our KS1
"Rainforest" topic class texts included "One Day on our Blue Planet...The Rainforest" and
"The Great Kapok Tree". Throughout the year, children experience reading and writing in a
range of genres.

At Nether Stowey School, we have created our own sequence of learning which is broken
down into a three part structure. This teaching structure is used for all writing units, both
narrative and non narrative.

Part 1: Exploration & Immersion

Part 2: Practise & Apply

Part 3: Innovate & Create



Reading is essential to attainment and success across all subjects. At Nether Stowey Primary
School, we understand that reading successfully and with enjoyment is critical to children’s
long term life chances. Our aim in school to find the inner reader in every child, regardless of
their ability, background and opportunities outside of school. The aim of our school is to teach
every pupil to read well, for meaning and for pleasure. We know that the ability to read is
fundamental to pupils’ development as independent learners, during their time at school and
beyond. It is central to our ability to understand, interpret and communicate with each other
and the world around us. Therefore, reading is given high priority at our school, enabling
children to become enthusiastic, independent and reflective readers across a wide range and
types of literature.

In EY and KS1 the children have reading practise 3x a week using the Big Cat Books which
mirror the Little Wandle Scheme. The children also take these books home. The phonic
assessments carried out in class determine the level of books the children are on.

To ensure progression and a cohesive approach, the following guidance must be followed:

Phonics

We use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised to plan and provide daily engaging
phonics lessons. In phonics, we teach children that the letters of the alphabet represent a
different sound, that these can be used in a variety of combinations and are put together to
make words. The children learn to recognise all of the different sounds and combinations that
they might see when they are reading or writing.

- Children in Reception and Year 1 are taught phonics daily.

-In Y2-Y3, phonic lessons are taught daily to children where appropriate — following the model
of Little Wandle but plugging specific gaps identified through assessment.

- In Y2-Y6 there are planned phonic ‘catch-up’ sessions following a set model to address
specific reading/writing gaps. These are short, sharp sessions lasting approximately 10
minutes in length and taking place at least three times a week.

Mathematics

We teach Mathematics in a way which allows children to develop theirunderstanding and
enjoyment. Where possible we apply it to a real life context. In each year, we develop and
expand upon the Maths methods used.

Teachers adhere to the school’s calculation policy in order to ensure a logical progression
of skills and methods structured for clarity and success.

Teachers follow the White Rose Hub Mastery planning approach in order to ensure
coverage and build-up of skills through fluency, reasoning and problem-solving. Please
read the Maths Policy for further details.

Science

We aim to teach science through developing investigative skills, using practical
approaches. This can be seen throughout all classrooms, with the development of scientific
investigation areas designed to challenge pupils' understanding of different topics, through
questions and practical use of scientific equipment. A science investigation takes place at
least every half term in every class. We have a robust set of planning to ensure the
progression of skills across the school, and have used some of the White Rose Hub
materials to complement it further.

Religious Education (RE)

RE is taught in accordance with The Diocese of Bath & Wells’ ‘Awareness, Mystery and
Value’. Children are given the opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of many different
religions alongside Christianity. The acknowledgement of the different traditions and faiths
represented within our school community and the wider world is an important element of
the policy.



The school respects the legal right of any parent to withdraw his/her child from RE lessons.

Topic-Based Creative Curriculum

» We ensure National Curriculum coverage of the non-core subjects through a cross
curricular, thematic approach that promotes teacher and pupil ownership of a skills based
creative curriculum.

* We have created a breadth of opportunities which allocates the national curriculum
objectives to the appropriate year groups. These objectives are then used to create
medium-term planning.

* We aim to create and explore knowledge, skills and experiences that give purpose to
writing and excite learners through contextual, memorable and meaningful lessons and
themes.

* Teachers plan global elements where possible to broaden pupils’ cultural knowledge. We

have developed a Personal Development plan on a two-year rolling programme to ensure
a breadth of coverage for our pupils. We aim to learn and discover areas of interest and
context for our children. For example, National Tree Week.

» We provide opportunities for high quality enrichment experiences including educational
visits, themed days and parent workshops.

Computing and Online Safety

The school follows EVOLVE online safety curriculum and Teach Computing curriculum. The
aim of this curriculum is to ensure our pupils become digital natives in a rapidly changing
technological world.

The school has a range of ICT resources including laptops, i-Pads and chrome books,
programmable toys and also a class set of crumbles.

Relationships, Health and Sex Education (RSHE)

The school has clear guidelines for relationship, health and sex education which are laid out
as part of the PSHE (personal, social, health education) curriculum. The children are led gently
to a deeper understanding of the issues involved in this subject according to their level of
maturity. We use Coram Life Education schemes, which the children recognise as SCARF.
Please see are separate policy. RSHE is taught in line with the DfE Statutory Guidance
(2020). Parents have the right to withdraw their child from sex education that is not part of the
statutory science curriculum. They do not have the right to withdraw from relationships or
health education.

Physical Education (PE)

PE is taught by our class teachers and a specialist Sports Coach, using Sports Premium
funding. We teach fundamental movement skills, and provide opportunities to extend our
pupils’ agility, balance and co-ordination. Team games and skills are taught that enable our
pupils to communicate, collaborate and compete with each other. We develop an
understanding of how to improve in different physical activities and sports and our pupils
learn how to evaluate and recognise their own successes.

Music

Classes use the Sing-Up resources to deliver exciting lessons to pupils. Somerset Music
Service provides drumming lessons in Willow Class (Years 3&4). In addition, music is
incorporated into our curriculum where relevant and we have a weekly whole-school singing
assembly on Wednesday, using Hymnpact resources. We also have two private music
teachers who visit weekly to conduct piano, violin and guitar lessons.



Personal, Social, Health Education (PHSE)

Our curriculum has breadth of opportunities that promotes PSHE. All classes have PSHE
lessons using SCARF materials. We also have designated study units such as Online Safety
and Healthy Eating throughout the year and opportunities for circle time on a weekly basis.
The aims and objectives of learning PSHE, Citizenship and Spiritual, Moral, Social and
Cultural (SMSC) across the school are:

* Help children develop lively, enquiring minds, to acquire knowledge and develop the
skills of communication and information handling which equip them for adult life

* Help children achieve self-discipline and commitment so that they reach the

highest standards of which they are capable

» Encourage children to develop creativity and expression

* Encourage children to take an active and responsible role in their learning

* Help children to appreciate and be concerned about their environment and
understand the interdependence of individuals, groups and nations.

Please see our PHSE policy

Special Educational Needs & Disabilities

There are some occasions when many children will need special help to overcome a learning
difficulty or to ensure that the curriculum fully extends their abilities. Overseen by the Special
Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo), teachers and teaching assistants support some children in
small groups or on a one-to-one basis as required. The curriculum is designed to ensure it is
accessible to all pupils without exception. We pride ourselves on providing an inclusive
curriculum. We comply fully with the Equality Act 2010 and the SEND Code of Practice (2015),
ensuring that the curriculum is adapted to meet the needs of all learners.

Curriculum Planning

We aim to provide systems which enable:

* Full coverage of the National Curriculum, RE and Foundation Stage to be

achieved throughout the school

* The best possible progress and highest attainment for all pupils by ensuring that
consideration is given to how skills and understanding are built up gradually

* Teachers to provide for children’s learning in a time-effective way

* The quality of lesson preparation to be maintained through agreed procedures

* Curriculum planning ensures full coverage of the National Curriculum and reflects statutory
requirements for inclusion, equality and accessibility.

Long Term Planning

* Breadth of Study for English and Maths using Curriculum 2014

* A curriculum breadth of study for our topic-based foundation subjects and
science based on Chris Quigley Curriculum distribution

* Key skills to be covered during the unit of work

Medium-Term Planning

* Topic Planning covers all aspects of the Curriculum and includes school drivers,

which are Sports, Music and Outdoor Learning

* Medium-term plans may be based on planning previously undertaken and will stand

in place to be used in successive years where they have been deemed to have been
successful. In this case the planning will always be altered to meet the needs of the cohort
being taught.




Short-Term Planning

This will be undertaken on a weekly basis for Maths and English and other subjects on a
weekly cycle. It will:

* set out specific daily objectives;

» outline teaching input and key questions for each part of the lesson;

* outline differentiated tasks for groups of children;

* include notes of teacher focus and directions for support staff;

* Indicate vulnerable groups

* Indicate which are high/low attainment pupils and plan for the teacher to work with
vulnerable groups more often than the TA

Subject Leaders

The primary role of any subject leader is to achieve excellence in their subject across

the school. The subject leader is accountable for maintaining high standards in their subject
area. This good practice should be disseminated throughout the school through leading by
example, curriculum staff meetings, training and INSET days.

Monitoring and Evaluation

The Senior Leadership Team and subject leaders monitor the quality of curriculum
implementation through lesson visits, book looks, pupil voice and planning reviews. Governors
receive regular reports on curriculum quality, standards and impact. Subject leaders evaluate
the effectiveness of their subject annually and identify priorities for improvement.



